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INFORMATION REGARDING HOME SCHOOL STUDENTS - Please note the following information regarding the recently amended law and State Board of Education (SBOE) rule for GHP as it applies to home school student participation.
The guidance to the amended SBOE rule indicates that home school students interested in participating in the GHP nomination process will be directed to the local school system GHP coordinator of the local school system in which they reside.  The local school system GHP coordinator will verify that the home school student is compliant with Georgia’s home study law O.C.G.A. § 20-2-690.  Upon verification, the student will be eligible for consideration for local nomination to the Governor’s Honors Program.  Eligible 10th and 11th grade home school students will be added to the local school system’s 10th and 11th grade FTE count.  The number of nominations for the system will be derived from the total count of both of these constituent groups.  Local nominations will be conducted without regard to the public or home school enrollment status to provide a fair and equal opportunity for all constituents.
Suggested Best Practices for Implementation of the Rule - include the overarching concepts of Eligibility, Equity, and Endorsement:
Eligibility: When a home school student contacts the local school system GHP coordinator regarding GHP, the system will determine if the student is compliant with Georgia's Home Study Law by completing the 
dentsed sted home schoolers.gibility 























































































GHP Home School Eligibility Verification Form.
EXAMPLE: If the home school parent/student has filed: a) a declaration of intent to home school; and, b) attendance records with the local school system in which he/she resides, then the student is eligible for GHP, and must be considered for local nomination.

Equity: Once eligibility has been verified, the home school student should be screened for nomination no differently than any other student. 
EXAMPLE: If a public school student from High School “A” calls your office to express interest in GHP, you probably refer that student to the individual that handles GHP nominations for High School “A” in order to be screened.  Likewise, should a home school student contact you, and is confirmed to be eligible, the next step would be to determine in which high school zone the student lives, followed by a referral to the school for screening.  That stated, our most important duty is to understand that while nomination is not a guarantee, it is imperative that at each phase of the local nomination process, a spirit of inclusion and facilitation be employed.  Transparency in process and a proactive approach to communication is essential for success.  Please work to provide home school students/parents with the same level of customer service that is provided to the public school students/parents.  The intent is to create a level playing field, so that students can compete on equal footing.  To do otherwise would violate the spirit of the law as it has been amended.

Endorsement: Once it has been determined that a student is eligible, meets the criteria for local nomination, and will be forwarded from the local system to the statewide screenings, the local system GHP coordinator handles the process of collecting signatures of endorsement on behalf of the student (as per Part 3 of the GHP Student Nomination Form).
(GHP and Home School Students, cont’d)
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) from GHP coordinators regarding home school students:

Q:  How will home school students know whom to contact for assistance?

A:  Contact information for all local school system GHP coordinators is posted on the GHP Web Page.  All interested students and parents (regardless of public/home school) are directed to contact their local school system GHP coordinator for assistance.

Q:  Are local school system GHP coordinators responsible for recruiting home school students?

A:  No.  The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) notifies home school community groups.  That stated, once a home school student or parent contacts the local school system GHP coordinator, it becomes the coordinator’s responsibility to assist the student, in the same manner that would be provided to public school students.
Q:  Does this new group of home school students affect my nomination quota?

A:  It may, or it may not.  The GaDOE shall determine the number of home school students enrolled in the 10th and 11th grades in each local school system by comparing home school county attendance reports to local school system FTE counts.  This number shall be added to the total 10th and 11th grade FTE count for each local school system.  
EXAMPLE: System “A” has a total public school enrollment of 4985 in grades 1-12, with 639 students (i.e., 13% of the system’s total enrollment*) enrolled in the 10th and 11th grades.

System “A” also has a total eligible home school enrollment of 189 in grades 1-12. Because home school enrollment is not reported by grade level, the number of home

school students enrolled in the 10th and 11th grades shall be based on the proportional

equivalent of the public school enrollment in those grades (i.e., 13% in this case),

resulting in a total enrollment of 24 eligible home school students in the 10th and 11th

grades.

The combined total public school and eligible home school enrollment in grades 10-

11 for System “A” is 663, which yields a GHP nomination for seven students.
*It is important to note that this percentage will vary from system to system.
Q:  Will home school students take away nominations from public school students?

A:   It is possible that home school students might be selected for nominations over their public school counterparts.  Conversely, it is also possible that public school students will be selected for nominations over their home school counterparts.  In all cases, the local school system will be recognized as the sponsor of the student, and honored for those that it sends to the statewide interviews.
Q:  Who is the “Nominating Teacher” for a home school student?

A:  The nominating teacher is the individual who serves as the student’s primary instructor for the subject area of nomination.  This may be the nominee’s parent.
GHP Nominations Overview
For the 2012 program, there are four categories of nominations:  

Academic (Biology, Chemistry, Communicative Arts, French, German, Latin, Mathematics, Physics, Social Studies, and Spanish) 

Fine Arts (Dance, Music, Theatre, and Visual Arts) 

Technology/Career Education (Commercial and Industrial Architectural Design, Exec. Business Management, Technology) 

Agricultural Education (Agriscience/Biotechnology, and Agriscience/Environmental Science) 

Nominations

QUOTA NOMINEES:  Each public school system and each private school has been provided nomination quotas for nominees in the following three categories:  Academics, Fine Arts, and Technology/Career Education.  Please take care to stay within your system’s nomination quotas as indicated in the Master Student Spreadsheet, found at the GHP “Coordinators’ Corner”. 
ADDITIONAL NOMINEES:  Each public school system and private school may make additional nominations, beyond its assigned nomination quotas, in the following instructional areas and in accordance with the following rules: 
1. Agricultural Education - each system may nominate up to four students per school in Agricultural Education (i.e., Agriscience/Biotechnology and/or Agriscience/Environmental Science).  All Agricultural Education nominees will be listed under the Additional Nominations column of the GHP Nominations Report Sheet (see the GHP Master Student List), and will not count towards nomination quotas.
2. Dance - each system may nominate up to four students in Dance.  All Dance nominees will be listed under the Additional Nominations column of the GHP Nominations Report Sheet (see the GHP Master Student List), and will not count towards the Fine Arts nomination quota.
3. Foreign Languages
a. French - for every nomination in French within the system’s assigned Academic quota, each system may recommend one additional student in French.  Additional nominees in French will be listed under the Additional Nominations column of the GHP Nominations Report Sheet (see the GHP Master Student List), and will not count towards the academic nomination quota.
b. German - each system may nominate up to seven students in German.  All German nominees will be listed under the Additional Nominations column of the GHP Nominations Report Sheet (see the GHP Master Student List), and will not count towards the academic nomination quota.
c. Latin - for every nomination in Latin within the system’s assigned Academic quota, each system may recommend two additional students in Latin.  Additional nominees in Latin will be listed under the Additional Nominations column of the GHP Nominations Report Sheet (see the GHP Master Student List), and will not count towards the academic nomination quota.
d. Spanish - for every nomination in Spanish within the system’s assigned Academic quota, each system may recommend two additional students in Spanish.  Additional nominees in Spanish will be listed under the Additional Nominations column of the GHP Nominations Report Sheet (see the GHP Master Student List), and will not count towards the academic nomination quota.
(Additional Nominees, cont’d)
4. Music
a. Strings/Double Reeds (Violin, Viola, Cello, String Bass, Oboe, Bassoon) - each school system  may recommend an unlimited number of students in string and double-reed instruments.  All Strings/Double Reeds nominees will be listed under the Additional Nominations column of the GHP Nominations Report Sheet (see the GHP Master Student List), and will not count towards the Fine Arts nomination quota.
b. Jazz - each system may nominate up to three students in Jazz.  All Jazz nominees will be listed under the Additional Nominations column of the GHP Nominations Report Sheet (see the GHP Master Student List), and will not count towards the Fine Arts nomination quota.
Careful attention should be given to nominations in:
1. Science and Agricultural Education (a research project abstract is required).
2. Technology/Career Education (nominees should be aware of the nature of the instructional program, and must have taken or be currently enrolled in a technology/career education course).
3. Communicative Arts and Foreign Languages (a writing sample will be taken at the interview site under the direction of the Interview Committee).
Requirements for Participation
All students nominated should meet the subject area criteria outlined in the online document entitled Governor’s Honors Program 2012 Instructional Descriptions and Criteria for Selection in All Areas and the general criteria provided in this document.  Students should be advised of both the instructional descriptions and the criteria for selection in the specific subject area for which they apply.  When making nominations, the following points should be kept in mind:

1. Students shall be nominated in only one subject area, by the subject-area instructor, with the approval of the student and parent/guardian.
2. Students nominated for the 2011 program who did not participate in the program may be nominated for the 2012 program.

3. Students shall participate in the GHP summer residential program one time only.

4. The school principal, counselor, local coordinator, and system superintendent/private school head must endorse and sign all nominations.

5. Should a system nominee withdraw prior to the statewide interviews, contact the GHP office immediately for instructions.  Do not send applications and information for local system alternates until you have contacted the GHP office and received instructions.
6. An official transcript of high school grades must accompany each nomination form.

7. A score on the preliminary scholastic assessment test (PSAT) or scholastic assessment test (SAT) is a requirement for selection for each student.  Handwritten or typed scores will NOT be accepted.  Printouts (or photocopies) from the testing service must be attached as the final page of the student nomination form.  PSAT/SAT scores arriving too late to be included in the official nomination form will be accepted if brought to the statewide screening interview/audition by the student. 
(Criteria and Eligibility, cont’d)
Students designated by the local school system/private school as nominees must:

1. be rising juniors and seniors.

2. have his/her nomination originate with the subject area teacher with approval of student and parent.

3. have demonstrated high aptitude and high interest in the area of nomination.

4. be in good physical health.

5. commit to participation in the statewide interviews as scheduled by the Department of Education.

6. commit to participation in the program for the entire residential period.  This includes opening and closing days.  The 2012 program will open on Sunday, June 24, 2012, and close on Saturday, July 21, 2012.  Students must arrive no later than 2 p.m. on June 24, 2012.  Students may not depart before 11 a.m. on July 21, 2012.  Please be certain that all nominees understand these requirements.  Inability to meet the attendance requirement will result in disqualification for consideration; and, if selected for participation, will result in immediate dismissal from the program.  
7. commit to remaining on campus for the entire program (Because the 2012 program will be four weeks long, the “Long Weekend” option, available in previous summer sessions (6 weeks in length), has been eliminated.).
Deadlines

All nomination forms must be received at or before 4 p.m. on November 18, 2011 (for systems with enrollments of 999 or less in grades 10 and 11), or December 2, 2011 (for systems with enrollments of 1000 or more in grades 10 and 11).   Please send to Mr. Dale Lyles, Governor’s Honors Program, 205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, 1870 Twin Towers East, Atlanta, Georgia, 30334-5040.  It is the responsibility of the sender to ensure and verify that the document is received by the deadline.  Due to periodic disruptions to normal mail delivery, the department strongly encourages the use of an alternative delivery method (for example, a commercial carrier such as Federal Express or UPS; U.S. Postal Service Express mail; a courier service or personal delivery) to transmit documents to the department.  Fax/eMail documents will not be accepted.
Verification, Approval, and Public Release of Nominations
To verify that your nominations have been received and approved by the GHP office, please visit the GHP Coordinators’ Corner, where you may view a list that is updated at 4 p.m. daily (Mon.-Fri.).  The list will provide system names, date of receipt, and indicate approval status of nominations.  Should any corrections need to be made, you will be advised via email with directions for the necessary adjustments.  
(Verification, Approval, and Public Release of Nominations, cont’d)

**SPECIAL NOTE: Please do not notify students and their parents, or publicly
release the names of your nominees until you have verified that your nominations
have been approved by the Georgia Department of Education and posted
on the GHP Coordinators’ Corner.
Interview Dates and Locations
2012 Governor’s Honors Program Interview Dates and Locations
Dance and Theatre


Saturday, January 28, 2012


Pebblebrook High School in Mableton, Georgia
Communicative Arts, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and Social Studies 



Saturday, January 28, 2012


Luella High School in Locust Grove, Georgia
Music and Visual Arts 



Saturday, February 4, 2012


Pebblebrook High School in Mableton, Georgia
Foreign Languages, Mathematics, and Technology/Career Education





Saturday, February 4, 2012


Luella High School in Locust Grove, Georgia
Agricultural Education





Saturday, February 4, 2012




The University of Georgia (Athens)

Other Information Items

The 2012 statewide interview schedule will be posted on the GHP Web Page on January 4, 2012.   
The 2012 GHP Finalist list will be posted on the GHP Web Page on March 23, 2012.
April 9, 2012, is the Student Acceptance Deadline.  

(Other Information Items, cont’d)

If you have questions concerning the 2012 Governor’s Honors Program Nomination Guidelines, please contact the GHP office via email at: ghp@doe.k12.ga.us.
Please retain for your records one complete copy of each student application.

Georgia Department of Education

Dr. John D. Barge, State School Superintendent 
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