CONTENT STANDARDS:          Content standards state the purpose and direction the

content is to take, and are generally followed by elements. Content standards define what students are expected to know, understand, and be able to do.

CURRICULUM DOCUMENT:    The Georgia Performance Standards document is the

curriculum document that contains all standards that should be learned by all students.

ELEMENTS:                             Elements are part of the content standards that 

identify specific learning goals associated with the standard.

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS: Performance standards define specific expectations of 

what students should know and be able to do and how well students must perform to achieve or exceed the standard. Georgia’s performance standards are composed of four components: content standards, tasks, student work, and teacher commentary.

PROCESS STANDARDS:          Process standards define the means used to develop

patterns of thought and behavior that lead to conceptual understanding.

STANDARD:                            Something set up and established by authority as a 

rule for the measure of quantity, weight, extent, value, or quality.

STANDARDS-BASED EDUCATION: In standards-based classrooms, standards are the 

starting point for classroom instruction that ensures high expectations for all students.

STRAND:                                 A strand is an organizing tool used to group standards  

by content. For example, the English language arts curriculum contains strands of reading, writing, listening, speaking, and viewing. K-5 science curriculum contains a life science strand, physical science strand, and an earth science strand.

STUDENT WORK:                     Examples of successful student work are included to 
specify what it takes to meet the standard and to enable both teachers and students to see what meeting the standard “looks like.”

TASKS:                                    Keyed to the relevant standards, tasks provide a 
sample performance that demonstrates to teachers what students should know and be able to do during or by the end of the course. Some tasks can serve as activities that will help students achieve the learning goals of the standard, while others can be used to assess student learning; many serve both purposes. Although the Georgia Performance Standards include tasks, teachers may develop their own tasks.

TEACHER COMMENTARY:      Teacher commentary is meant to open the pathways of

communication between students and the classroom teacher as well as within faculty in order to ensure consistency within assessment and expectations. Commentary shows students why they did or did not meet a standard and enables them to take ownership of their own learning.
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