Exemplary Unit  (eUnit) 

Checklist

Primary Standard:                                                                           Unit Name:                                         
Submitted by:                                                                                  Course Name:
School:                                                                                             Email address:

	Criteria of an 
Exemplary Unit
	Suggested Resources
	Included
(

	Unit Name
	· Follows Atlas protocol:
       Unit  Standards Number    GaDOE Unit Name

· examples: Unit MMIA1G2 Function Families or  Unit S6E2 Atmosphere and Weather
	(

	Backwards Design
	· Essential Questions: open-ended, thought provoking

· Enduring Understandings (noun identifiers for student knowledge)

· Content (Big Idea and Unit Outline with flow of instruction)

· Skills (verb identifiers for student engagement)
	(

	Standards-Based Instruction
	· Checklist of Unit Standards (including unit vocabulary) as link Word document in Content or Resources

· Standards Mastery Strategies 
	(

	
	Stage 1
	

	Enduring Understandings
	· Noun identifiers for student knowledge

· General content ideas
	(

	Essential Questions
	· Open-ended,

· Thought provoking
	(

	Content


	· Big Idea

· Outline of Unit – Link to Word document  

· Timeline of unit content/instruction broken into increments 

·  Names of tasks, resources, etc.  correlate to Resources 
	(

	Skills
	· Verb identifiers for student engagement
· Identifies what students will do during the unit
	(

	
	Stage 2
	

	Assessments: Varied


	· Unit Pre-Test

· Performance Assessment Tasks (culminating task)
· Performance Tasks and Rubrics 
· Immediate Feedback Strategies (R. Marzano)
	(

	
	Stage 3
	

	Learning Activities
	Engaged Learners
	· Indicators of Engaged Learning

http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/content/cntareas/math/ma2lindi.htm
· Partnership for 21st Century

http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=33  
	(

	
	Differentiated Instruction
	· Leveled Tasks

· Other suggestions: www.secondaryinstruction.com 
	(

	
	Performance Task
	· Authentic connections

· Application of standards
· Attached as handout
	(

	
	Rigor and Relevance  
	· The International Center for Leadership in Education, http://www.leadered.com/rigor.shtml 
· Bloom’s Higher-Order Thinking Skills
	(

	Resources and Materials
	· Websites (URL)

· Graphic Organizers (attached to Unit and referenced in Content)

· Textbook references include page numbers correlated to unit standards
· Student handouts (attached to Unit and referenced in Content)

· Materials List including technology needs
	(

	More Suggestions and Information: http://www.secondaryinstruction.com/CMapping.html   

	three (3) signature verifications for completion of all requirements of an eUnit

	1. 
	2. 
	3. 
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eUnit Guidelines
Original Unit Design:

· Only original unit designs may be submitted for exemplary (eUnit) status.

· The Unit Copy button in Rubicon Atlas may not be used to claim a unit for exemplary unit submission. 
· Once a unit is identified with eUnit status, it cannot be submitted again by another teacher.
· Collaborative units may be submitted, but must identify all unit designers/authors.
Confirmation by Peers:

· Three (3) peers review the unit for exemplary unit status before submitting units to the Muscogee County School District Verification Committee.

· Three (3) signatures are required on the Exemplary Unit Checklist to verify three peers are nominating the unit for exemplary unit status.

· The unit designer/author may not be included in the three (3) verification signatures.
Verification of District Exemplary Units (eUnits) 
· The Muscogee County School District Verification Committee for Rubicon Atlas reviews all units submitted for exemplary unit status.

· Completed Exemplary Unit Checklists for nominated units may be sent directly to Angel Cash, Elementary Education Instructional Specialist or Suzanne Evans, Secondary Education Instructional Specialist. 

· Printed copies of the nominated unit components are not needed. The Muscogee County School District Verification Committee reviews the unit through Rubicon Atlas.

· Upon the identification of the first (1st) area of need on the Exemplary Unit Checklist, the District review process will stop. 

· The area of need will be identified and the unit designer/author will be notified. 

· The author may revisit the unit design for further modifications and revisions.

· The unit may be resubmitted a second time to the District Verification Committee once three (3) different peers have reviewed the unit and signed another Exemplary Unit Checklist to verify the unit now meets all requirements. This Exemplary Unit Checklist must be labeled as Second Review.
· Units may only be submitted twice to the Muscogee County School District Verification Committee. 
Icons and Acronyms for Unit Design
These icons and acronyms provide easy identification of the exemplary units components included in unit design. The icons and acronyms must be accompanied by the instructional details in the unit descriptions.
The www.secondaryinstruction.com  site provides details, descriptions and examples of the strategies and components of exemplary units. Locate specific topics listed on the left of the page for assistance.

· 21st Cent. -  The Partnership for 21st Century Learning addresses the needs in a competitive   global environment. The partnership between business leaders and educators identifies educational goals correlated with specific strategies. The strategies are directly linked with technology skills for the 21st Century and provide a bridge for inclusion of various critical thinking scenarios for instructional design.

· CALI- Content Area Literacy Instruction 
· DI- Differentiated Instruction provides strategies to meet the various identified needs of the learners.
· G.O. – Graphic Organizers are a useful strategy to address the needs of struggling students.

Definitions: 

-Visual representations of information used for constructing meaning in reading, writing, and speaking

-A method of organization of information which incorporates diagrams or other pictorial devices

-A graphic organizer is a visual representation of concepts, knowledge, or information that can incorporate both text and pictures. Examples include calendars, maps, Venn diagrams, and flow charts. Graphic organizers allow the mind 'to see' undiscovered patterns and relationships.
· IEL- Indicators for Engaged Learners, identified by the North Central Regional Education Laboratory (NCREL) categorize components of the engaged learning environment for ease in designing instruction for active student participation.  
· I.F.  - Immediate Feedback is an assessment strategy which provides students with confirmation or suggestions on their work. Examples are interactive web pages, Flip Chutes,  Accelerated Math by Renaissance Learning and  

· RRR- Rigor, Relevance and  Relationships
· TOP- Leveled performance tasks are provided for Talented, On-grade-level students. Pre-emptive strategies are provided for struggling students. 
· WOW- Working on the Work, by Phillip C. Schlechty.  
