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	Terms
	Definitions

	1. Authentic Task
	All GPS tasks are Authentic Tasks.  Small tasks serve as activities to build skills for the unit Performance Assessment Task and help students achieve the learning goals of the standards. These tasks are identified in the Stage 3: Learning Plans of the GPS Unit.

	2. Complementary Standards
	Standards are included that relate or support the target Georgia Performance Standards. Examples: technology standards, process standards

	3. Curriculum Map
	Three basic types of information are provided: brief description of the content, description of skills and process, and assessment tools. 

	4. Essential Questions
	Open-ended, thought-provoking questions are addressed during the unit. 

	5. Graphic Organizer
	A visual tool for collecting and organizing information guides student learning.

	6. Learning Plan
	Learning plans (lesson plans) guide the daily learning experiences.

	7. Performance Standard
	Performance standards (PS) go into much greater depth than the content standards used in the previous curriculum. 
Performance standards provide clear expectations for assessment, instruction, and student work. PS define specific expectations of what students should know and be able to do.

Four Parts of the Performance Standard:

Standard

Element

Student Work

Teacher Commentary

	8. Performance Assessment Task
	Culminating tasks are designed to provide students with opportunities to apply skills to real-word situations. The application of higher-order thinking skills are addressed through an authentic scenario.

	9. Process Standards
	The process standards are correlated to the content standards to develop patterns of  thought processes that lead to conceptual understanding and content literacy.

	10. Scenario
	The hook or real-world story to introduce and/or describe an introduction task relates to the interests of the students.

	11. Stage 1
	Identify standards and Essential Questions for the unit. “Unpack the standards.”

	12. Stage 2
	Varied assessment tools are listed in this unit section. The Performance Task scenario is presented. Links to details of the Performance Task are included.  (formative, summative, formal, informal)

	13. Stage 3
	The learning activities are listed for Learning Plan designs.

	14. Student Work
	Examples of student work are included to identify specific skills that are needed to meet the standard.

	15. Tasks
	Authentic application of standards is student-centered. Students are actively engaged in the learning. 

	16. Understandings
	A list of concepts to be taught in the unit. (nouns)

	17. Teacher Commentary
	Communication between teacher and student, through an ongoing regular basis, guides improvement or enhances the learning. 

	18. Unit
	A plan incorporates all assessments, standards and learning activities for a selected theme. The designed addresses the assessment of the standard before the teaching begins. Learning Plans (lesson plans) are designed from the unit plan.


	19. Unit Objectives
	Specific action goals are identified for student engagement. (verbs)
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