Accessing Library Card Catalogs on the Internet

Your school library is not geared for research. You will be lucky if you find just a few sources there. You will have to use other libraries. You may even travel to a college library or archive in some distant city for research.  Most libraries have on-line card catalogs. You do not have to leave the comfort of your home to determine if the library has sources you need.

School Library/ Muscogee County School System

You can check out what your school and all the other schools have in their libraries from home or an Internet connection in the classroom.

1) Go to: http://library.mcsdga.net/ , 
2) Click on your school, 
3) Type in the topic you are looking for. For an example type in the search box, Battle of Lexington and Concord. 
4) In the “Look in” box, pull down where you wish to search. Pull down Muscogee County School District if you want all the libraries in the district searched. 

5) Click on “Key Word”
6) Click on details if the book is not in your library, then at the top of the page, click on “Copies” to see where the book is located. 

Start with your own school. If you find an important book you need at another school, ask your school librarian if she can borrow it for you.

Columbus State University Library (Simon Schwob Memorial Library)

https://gil.colstate.edu/ Enter address.

Your are the college’s card catalog. You now have access to “Gil Quick Search.”

You may also go to Exact Search. You can search by title, journal article, author, or subject heading. 

You may have to vary what you put in for a search. Civil Rights is very broad, you may want to narrow it to a specific subject, but remember that a book about the Civil Rights Movement may have information in it on the your more narrow topic.

When searching for a particular person, you may need to put his last name in first, then a comma, then the first name.

You may also search all of the public college libraries in Georgia by clicking on “GIL Universal Catalog. Follow the same steps as for GIL.
You will not be able to check out books from the college unless you have someone  do it for you that has borrowing privileges. They can also borrow books from other college libraries from the Interlibrary Loan System. It will take up to three weeks to get the books, so don’t wait the last minute. 

Chattahoochee Valley Regional Library System. http://www.thecolumbuslibrary.org/ 

When you access the home page of this library, find the “Library Catalog” button. Pull down the menu, and select “Outside of Library” (If you are indeed outside of the library.) Type in your key words and discover what the library system has to offer.  You must pay attention to what library has the book.
You can request the library closest to your house to borrow the book for you. You then can check it out and return it to your library. 

Don’t forget to copy down the call letters of the resources you think you will use.
You will probably locate many more books than are useful to you, but doing a catalog search can help you decide if a trip to a particular library will be useful for you. 

You can also access the card catalogs of other colleges and universities that are out-of-state and private by searching for them first on-line. 

