Annotated Bibliography Handout

An annotated bibliography is a list of all of the sources you used for your project. It is a list of all sources that provided usable information or new perspectives in preparing your project.  It will include sources for pictures and any interviews you did. You should only list the sources you actually used. Don’t pad your bibliography.

Each source you list in your annotated bibliography must have an annotation. The annotation for each source will:

 1) tell how it helped you understand your topic
2) explain how you used the source and

3) For Internet sources, it is a good idea to include a description of who sponsors the site. (Library of Congress, Northwestern University, or the National Parks Service.)
A) Your sources must be in proper MLA style.

B) You are required to separate your bibliography into primary and secondary sources.

C) Some sources are hard to categorize. Use your annotation to explain your reasoning for classifying any source that is not clearly primary or secondary.

D) You must alphabetize each section by the author’s last name or if an author was not given, alphabetize by the title of the article. 

E) Use only Times New Roman or Ariel fonts at font size 12. 

F) Your annotated bibliography must be 1.5 spaced or double-spaced.

Example:

Quarles, Benjamin. The Black American Throughout American History. New York:


Columbia University Press, 1976.


From this book I used the speech given by James K. Vardaman of Mississippi to the 


United States Senate to better understand the views of many southern whites on the 


disfranchisement of African-Americans at the turn of the twentieth century. I used an 


excerpt of the speech on my board. 

Your annotations should be two or three lines long.  Your annotations are not your set of notes, but an overview of what you learned from the source and how you used it in your project. Example: “ This source provided me with a list of Jim Crow laws. Because of this source, I now have a better understanding of how Jim Crow laws restricted the daily lives of African Americans. I used examples of these laws in my play.” You would  NOT  list all the Jim Crow laws you learned about in your annotation.)
If you have made a bibliography card for each source you have used, divide the sources into primary and secondary source stacks.  Alphabetize them by author or if there is no author than by the title of the book or article. Do NOT alphabetize by “a,” “an,” or “the,” but the next word in the title.

Remember to double space and put the source in the proper MLA style. See example of the Annotated Bibliography you received earlier. 

For the regional and state contests you will need 3 sets of paper work. A set of paper work consists of the following three documents, stapled together in the upper left hand corner. 1) cover sheet first, followed by 2) your process paper, on bottom (3) your annotated bibliography.
