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Secondary Education

Authentic Task: Using and Identifying Primary Sources
GPS: Informational Processing Skills –  6

	Title:             Using and Identifying Primary Sources 



	Grade/Subject/Course: Social studies 6-12
	Time Allotment: one or two periods

	Big Idea:             

Differentiating between Primary and Secondary Sources

	Author/School:

Claire Derr –Richards Middle and Sue Funk Midland Middle



	Primary Standard:
	GPS Informational Processing Skill #6 – Identify and use primary and secondary sources.


	Materials:
	1. Investigative Reporting-Uncovering the Past Graphic Organizer C:\Documents and Settings\user\Desktop\GpsNHDUnit\Investigative Reporting Lesson 3.doc
2. Handout on Primary and Secondary Sources C:\Documents and Settings\user\Desktop\GpsNHDUnit\Primary and Secondary Sources Handout.doc
3. Quiz on Primary and Secondary Sources C:\Documents and Settings\user\Desktop\GpsNHDUnit\Quiz Primary and Secondary Sources.doc
4. Actual examples of primary and secondary sources. (optional) 


	Whole-Group Instruction:
	Instructions for task should be provided to the entire group. Students may remain in their groups to for the duration of the class period to avoid losing time to movement and resettling. 

	Scenario (description)
	You are part of an investigative unit for the Atlanta Constitution-Journal. Your team has been assigned to uncover the past of Jay Hopeful. Mr. Hopeful is running for the governor of Georgia. Interestingly enough, no one knows anything about the first 25 years of his life. “When reporters ask him about his past, he simply says, “The past is not important, only the future is important.” 

Job 1: Your job is to come up with a list of questions to investigate that will reveal Mr. Hopeful’s past. 

Job 2: Now that you have a list of questions, what documents, people, and other sources will you use to reveal the secrets of the past. 



	Group Assignments:
	Students will collaborate on developing questions and possible sources of information that can ultimately answer the those questions. 


	Individual Assignment:
	

	Modifications:
	For students that you predict may have difficulty with this task you can provide the investigative questions and allow them to provide the sources of information that would help them discover the answer.  A word bank of actual primary and secondary sources could also be provided for students you predict would find this task too difficult. 
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