Explanations of NHD Categories – Day 2
Exhibit 
An exhibit is a visual representation of a topic and its significance in history, much like a small museum exhibit. Labels and captions should be used creatively with visual images and objects to enhance the message of the exhibit. Size: 72” high, 40” wide when opened, 30” deep. Circular or rotating exhibits or those meant to be viewed from all sides must be no more than 30inches in diameter. Any multi-media device (tape recorder, video monitor, computer) can run for no more than 3 minutes. No more than 500 student-generated words. (In the students’ own words.) This includes text you write for titles, subtitles, captions, graphs, timelines that you made up or materials such as photo albums, scrapbooks etc. ***Quotes from sources do NOT count against your 500 word limit.!!
Documentary 
A documentary may take the form of a videotape, slide show, Power Point presentation, or similar types of multimedia presentations. It uses images such as film, video, or photographs and audio such as music, excerpts from tapes, and voice-overs to present a topic. Your documentary is limited to 10 minutes. You will have 5 minutes to set up and 5 minutes to remove your documentary from the machine. Please place your documentary on a DVD or a video cassette tape. 
Performance 
A performance is a dramatic portrayal of a topic and its significance in history. It should be original and creative, not simply an oral report or a recitation of facts. You must act in the play. A performance is limited to 10 minutes. You will have 5 minutes to set up and 5 minutes to take down any props you may have. You may have costumes produced for you, but the design, choice of fabrics, etc. must be your own. You may also rent a costume.
Historical Paper*
A paper is the traditional form for presenting historical research and interpretation. As an alternative to a research paper, students may choose to write a historically-based creative paper, such as a fictional diary or an epic poem.  Your paper must be grammatically correct and well written. The text must be no less than 1,500 and no more than 2,500 words in length. The paper category 2,500 word limit does not apply to: notes, annotated bibliography, illustration captions, and supplemental/appendix material. (see rules for more info.) Citations, - footnotes, endnotes or internal documentation – are required.
Do some topics work better than others for exhibits and documentaries?


Yes, some topics lend themselves well to exhibit and documentary categories.  If you think you want to do an exhibit or a documentary, your topic will have to have many visual sources of information.  To determine if your topic has a lot of pictures connected with it, go to a search engine and do an “image” search. Use Google or another large search engine. AOL usually doesn’t produce the same number of hits as Google. If you are doing a documentary you may also want to do a video search.

Performances – Most inexpensive way to present your project.
Can you act? Do you suffer from severe stage fright? Do you have braces and have a difficult time speaking clearly? Do you have a soft voice? Can everyone in your group act and speak well?
Documentaries

Is your topic visual? Do you have the technical know-how and the equipment at home to do a documentary?  Do you speak clearly? Do all the people in your group speak clearly? Do you have the money to have it professionally edited if you can’t do it yourself?

