Formulating In Depth Questions 

You started your project by asking simple questions of who, what, where, when, how, and why.  You have now read three or more secondary sources of information. You probably got some simple answers and you probably got the feeling that with the “what” and “why” questions there was more to it than just simple answers. You were right. To really understand your project and its significance (importance) in history you must formulate some new questions. 

This is not an easy process, but the more you do it, the easier it will become.

You must now formulate new questions based on these five questions.
1) How is my topic important? 
2) How was my topic significant in history in relation to the National History Day theme?

3) How did my topic develop over time? (How a topic develops over time is part of its historical perspective.) You must understand what came before your event, during , and what happened after your event? 

4) How did my topic influence history?

5) How did the events and atmosphere (social, economic, political, and cultural aspects) of my topic’s time period influence my topic in history? (These questions all deal with a topic’s historical context.)
6) What different perspectives/viewpoints people in the past have on my topic?
Let us take the Montgomery Bus Boycott as an example.

It was easy to find out who was involved, what happened, when it took place, and where it took place, but that still leaves us with a lot of unanswered questions.

1) Why is this topic important?

2) How is the boycott significant in relation to NHD theme?

3) Was there any other bus boycotts? Why were African-Americans not allowed to sit wherever
     they liked on the bus? How did the white population react to the boycott? Was there anyone
     behind the scenes that was important? How did people react after the boycott was over? What
     was changed? Did other cities follow?  What legal issues were involved?
4) How did the boycott influence American History? Did it influence world history in anyway? 

5) Why were blacks and whites separated? What economic and political aspects are there to the
      boycott? Why did it take place when it did? How was the boycott influenced by the other 
      events occurring during that time period?
6) How did whites and blacks view the boycott differently?
These are just some of the questions that you might look at if you are doing this topic.

Now take your topic and brainstorm it for more in depth questions.

You should be able to come up with at least on question for each of the six questions above.

