Dear Teachers,
I hope you will find the time to include National History Day in your year. NHD is a wonderful way to include our Georgia Performance Standards – Information Processing Skills into your curriculum. NHD is often taught by the teachers of the gifted and talented. This is a shame in my opinion. NHD can be used as a teaching tool for all levels. Modifications in rigor, research requirements, and the projects themselves can be made to accommodate all students. I have included a few of tips gleaned from my experience as a NHD teacher. I hope you will feel free to contact me if you need assistance in teaching NHD. (cderr@mcsdga.net). Richards Middle School. Current as of July 2007.  Sincerely, Claire Derr
NHD is sponsored by the Georgia Humanities Council. Currently, the state coordinator is Laura  McCarty. http://www.georgiahumanities.org/programs/history/index.html 

Laura Thomson McCarty - Georgia Humanities Council
50 Hurt Plaza, Suite 595
Atlanta, GA 30303-2915
(404) 523-6220


She is extremely helpful to all teachers and will be able to provide you with rule books and information on regional and state competitions.

When to Start
Start NHD as soon as possible. High School Teachers can do this both semesters, but second semester students may be in a serious time crunch. You will find that some high school students already have a good foundation in NHD from middle school. 

Calendars
Providing students with calendars is very important to their success. Note cards and  bibliographic source cards should be due over the course of the project, not at the end. Start off asking for secondary sources followed by primary sources.  Feedback on their notes is essential to keeping them on the right track. Scripts for performances, story boards for documentaries, and mock ups of exhibits should be due one month before the school or regional competition.
Group work 
Students can choose to work individually or in groups. I do not allow groups larger than three (3) to work on a documentary or an exhibit.  I do allow performances to have up to the NHD limit of five, but they have to prove to me that every student has an ACTIVE roll to play in the performance. In the past I have not allowed sixth graders to work in a group. This decision was made based on their maturity level and the amount of refereeing parents expected me to do when things went wrong. I think it is necessary for sixth graders to learn the whole process for themselves. 
I set the number of sources necessary for a group project based on age, ability, and group size. 

Fundraising: Unfortunately, our district does not provide funds for students who will represent Georgia at the state competition. Many parents can not be expected to come up with 800.00 dollars it takes to get a student to the national competition. I do at least one fundraiser a year to help cover expenses. 

If possible, put handouts and calendars with due dates on a Web site. Younger students seem to constantly misplace everything and parents feel secure in knowing when the deadlines really are. 
Always have extra materials ready for the student that has lost or forgotten to bring his NHD notebook to class. 

Try to arrange with your LA department an interdisciplinary unit on research skills.

Enlist the help of your drama teacher to improve performances going to state and national competitions.

Experience is the very best teacher. If possible go to a regional or state competition even if you don’t have entries. Until you see first hand examples of projects it will be difficult to teach the process. 
