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 National History Day            Lesson Plan 10: Intelligent Consumption of Informations

	Grade Level and Subject Area:
	6 – 12 grade 
Social Studies

	Time Allotted:
	1-2 class periods


	Performance Objectives:

(Assessments must correlate to included measure.)
	Students will be able to critique a Internet site for scholarly value, validity, reliability, point of view.
Students will be able to determine by the last three letters of the first section of the URL if the site is sponsored by an educational institute, the government, or a commercial site.

	Georgia Performance Standards
(include number ID and phrase)
	Georgia Performance Standards Informational Processing Skills
#4 Distinguish between fact and opinion

#15 Determines adequacy and or relevancy of information

#16 Check for consistency of information 



	Essential Questions:
	Why is it important to evaluate an Internet source for its scholarly value, validity, reliability, and its point of view?


	Varied Assessments:
	Teacher observation, 
A check of the sources in the students’ annotated bibliography.

Students will formally evaluate one of their NHD sources for scholarly worth.

	Technology Connections:
	Computer Lab 


	Materials:
	The computer lab, or copies of Internet sources.
Handouts “What can the Web address (URL) tell”
What can the Web address.doc
“Evaluating Web Sites” Evaluating Web Sites.doc
“Evaluating a Web Site Form” Evaluating a Web Site Form.doc
TEACHER GENERATED -

Copies of two Web sites to be evaluated. It is important to find poor Web sites and good Web sites on the same topic.



	
	

	Procedures:


	1) Give out handouts and copies of handouts and sites to be evaluated.
2) Discuss the URL abbreviations .edu, .gov, .org, and .com. 
3) Discuss the need to be intelligent consumers of information. (Students often think that if it is on the Internet it must be true.)
4) Go over the “Evaluating Web Sites” handout. Ask students why each bullet is important. 
5) Tell them these questions apply to all sources of information not just the Internet.
6) Using the “Evaluating a Web Site Form” have students individually or in pairs or groups evaluate two sites. Discuss why one site may not  be useful for research.
7) Give students an additional “Evaluating a Web Site Form” so that they may apply it to a source they are using for NHD.


	
	Technology/Materials:

You may also direct students to sites on the Internet to evaluate.

	
	

	Teacher Notes, Tips, etc…
	All students should be exposed to the idea that not all that appears on the Internet is legitimate or credible. It is a very important aspect of becoming educated. That being said, most students will eagerly embrace a site that gives them the information they think they need. 
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