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 National History Day            Lesson Plan 11: Writing a Thesis Statement

	Grade Level and Subject Area:
	6-12 grade
Social Studies

	Time Allotted:
	1- 2 periods

	Performance Objectives:

(Assessments must correlate to included measure.)
	Students will be able to write a thesis statement for their NHD project.

	Georgia Performance Standards
(include number ID and phrase)
	Georgia Performance Standards Information Processing Skills
#4 Distinguish between fact and opinion

#11 Draw conclusions and make generalizations

#14 Formulate appropriate research questions



	Essential Questions:
	How will making a thesis statement guide me in creating my NHD project?


	Varied Assessments:
	Teacher will assess each student’s thesis statement.
The performance task will be graded for the proper use of a thesis statement.



	Materials:
	Handout “What’s Your Point – Developing a Thesis Statement”
WHAT's Your Point.doc 

Students’ topics, overhead or chalk board 

	
	

	Procedures:


	Whole Group: 

1)Give out a copy of “What’s Your Point”

2) Go over examples given on the handout.  Make sure the students understand what must be included in a good thesis statement. 
3) Have students in groups develop a thesis statement. 

	
	Cooperative Group: Place students in pairs or in the group they are working with for NHD. 
2. Students will write thesis statements and have other group members read and determine if the thesis statements written contain the three necessary components. 

3. Students should revise them until they feel they have a good thesis statement to turn in for teacher evaluation.



	
	Individual: Students will develop a thesis statement for homework, to be checked by the teacher.


	Teacher Tips, etc…
	Young students or language-challenged students will find this task  difficult. Older students who have experience writing papers will find this less difficult.  Teachers will have to guide younger students in writing thesis statements. Make sure their thesis statements will be easy to work into a NHD project. 


Muscogee County School District


