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National History Day Lesson 6  Formulating Basic Research Questions

	Grade Level and Subject Area:
	Grades 5- 12

social studies

	Time Allotted:
	2 period and a night of homework.


	Performance Objectives:

(Assessments must correlate to included measure.)
	 Students will be able to formulate basic research questions for their NHD topics. 

	Georgia Performance Standards

(include number ID and phrase)
	ELA9LSV1 The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal interactions.

SSGPS Information Processing Skills

3. Identify issues and or problems and alternative solutions.

4. Distinguish between fact and opinion

5. Identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, and cause and effect in a social studies context. 
14. Formulate appropriate research questions

	Essential Questions:
	 How will knowing what questions to ask, help you learn to study better?

	Varied Assessments:
	Students will be able to write questions they will need to answer about their projects.  The students will be able to answer those questions.

	Materials:
	Student needs:  Copy of “Basic Questions Organizer.” ..\GpsNHDUnit\Basic Research Questions Graphic Organizer.doc
Teacher needs:  Overhead projector, Several transparency copies of the Basic Research Questions Graphic Organizer
For Gifted/Honors students or upper level high school students use:Asking and Answering  5 Critical Questions.doc

	
	

	Procedures:

(Delete rows that do not apply.)

(Arrange in appropriate order.)
	Whole Group: 

1. Have students take out their topics

2. Handout the “Basic Research Questions” Graphic Organizer

3. Have students label the center circle with their topics.
4. Explain to students that as historians they must ask the questions to uncover the important facts regarding their NHD topics. These basic questions and answers will help them put together a story that will eventually become their NHD project.
5. Now ask students to volunteer their topics and begin to brain storm questions they need to answer for their projects. Use the overhead to write down appropriate questions for students’ topics. (You may wish to choose to brainstorm a student’s topic who will have the most difficulty with this assignment.)
6. For homework, ask students to complete their “Basic Research Questions” graphic organizer. You may wish to give them a fresh copy of the organizer if they wrote on theirs in class.
7. Students should peer edit each others’ basic research questions the next day.
8. For gifted/honors  high school students hand out “Asking and Answering The 5 Critical Questions

	
	Cooperative Group:

The students will peer edit each others basic research questions.

	
	Individual:

Will make questions for his individual topic.

	Classroom Management:


	Technology/Materials:

Overhead Projector
Handouts

Transparencies

	
	Instructional Groups:

Students will sit in groups of four so they can peer edit each others basic questions.
Individual:  Will write and answer appropriate questions for his NHD project.

	Teacher Notes, Tips, and Differentiation and accommodations
	Students must have chosen their topics before this lesson plan.
The formulation of basic research questions is a fairly easy task.
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