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 National History Day            Lesson Plan 9: Balanced Research and In Depth Research Questions

	Grade Level and Subject Area:
	6-12 grades
Social Studies

	Time Allotted:
	1-2 periods

	Performance Objectives:

(Assessments must correlate to included measure.)
	Students will understand the importance of “Balanced Research.”

Students will formulate in depth research questions while investigating the historical context and historical perspective of their research topics. 

	Georgia Performance Standards
(include number ID and phrase)
	Georgia Performance Standards Information Processing Skills
#5 Identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, and cause and effect in a social studies context.

#6 Identify and use primary and secondary sources

#11 Draw Conclusions and make generalizations

#14 formulates appropriate research questions



	Essential Questions:
	Why is it important to be able to formulate in depth questions as you examine historical events?


	Varied Assessments:
	Teacher observation, performance task, note cards and notes turned in with new questions addressed


	Technology Connections:
	

	Materials:
	Handout “Balanced Research and Your Research Requirements Balanced Research and Your Research Requirements.doc
Handout “Formulating In Depth Questions Formulating In Depth Questions.doc 

Homework Sheet HW Class sheet on which to develop questions.doc


	
	

	 Procedures
	Whole Group: 
1) Give out “Balanced Research and Your Research Requirements” to all.

2) Discuss and have students fill out their source requirements.
3) For high school students this is a good time to address questions and concerns.
3) For younger students and preemptive students give out the handout
“Formulating In Depth Questions”

4) Have students volunteer their topics, place on board, and model possible questions to help them understand what questions they will need to develop.
High School students have already formulated these questions during lesson number 6.
Homework sheet is optional, but younger students enjoy the security of having it.


	Teacher Notes, Tips, etc…
	Only you can determine how many sources to require from your students.  For sixth graders I only ask for 5 - 7. If they are gifted sixth graders I encourage them to produce more if they wish. I have a 6th grade fair in November or December. Sixth graders who did an exceptional job are given the option to beef up their projects and compete in the school-wide fair held in February. 
Students working in groups are made to produce more sources than individuals.

Competitive individual students will usually have 25 – 30 sources listed in their annotated bibliographies.

Competitive groups will usually have 40 -60 sources listed in their annotated bibliographies.

You must determine what your students can do and what to demand from them. 
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