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 National History Day                                    Lesson Plan 5 Using MLA style for creating Citations

	Grade Level and Subject Area:
	Grades 6- 12

social studies 

	Time Allotted:
	Two or more class periods 


	Performance Objectives:

(Assessments must correlate to included measure.)
	 Students will be able to write a citation for their annotated bibliography and for bibliography source cards from research  sources using proper MLA format.

	Georgia Performance Standards

(include number ID and phrase)
	ELA9LSV1 The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal interactions.

SSGPS Information Processing Skills

6.  Identify and use primary and secondary sources 

	Essential Questions:
	1. When will you use MLA citation format in the future?

	Varied Assessments:
	Students will create note cards over the course of developing their NHD project.

	Technology Connections:
	Teacher needs: Computer with internet and AverKey. 
Computer Lab access for students.

	Materials:
	1)  Note cards, pencil, 
2) MLA guide handout for each students  ..\GpsNHDUnit\MLA Citation Guide.doc
3)Example of an annotated bibliography for each student ..\GpsNHDUnit\sample anno biblio.rtf 
4) copy of handout on bibliography source cards for each student
 Examples of Bibliographic Source Cards.doc
5) Class sets of books, newspapers, magazines, to put in MLA style citation form. 

Teacher needs: Computer with an Internet connection and an AverKey. Provide resources for groups.
Computer Lab for students who are going to use a citation generator.

	
	

	Procedures:

(Delete rows that do not apply.)

(Arrange in appropriate order.)
	          Group students in pairs
1) Give out to students a copy of the MLA guide. Explain to them that they will use the MLA style of citing sources for many classes in high school and in college. 
2) Give them a copy of the sample Annotated Bibliography.

3)  Explain to them that after they have researched their topics they will have to make an annotated bibliography showing all of the sources they have used in their projects. 

4) Provide them with class sets of books, class sets of newspapers, and a copy of an Internet article. (One or two pages long, make sure the URL is included.)

5) At this point you may guide them in exploring the MLA guide or you may tell them this is a reference and that you will show them how to access a “citation generator” that helps them do the work. This is best done in the computer lab.
6) Have students use the resources you have provided them and walk them through the process of using the citation generator you have chosen for your class. 

7) Or walk them through citing the sources you have provided. Have students check each other’s work. By using class sets of resources, you can establish beforehand how each source will look when placed in proper citation form.
8) Students should be told that if they use a citation generator they should copy and paste the completed citation into a word document, making sure they alphabetize by author’s last name or if no author is given, by name of article.

9) Students can transfer the information to a notecard. This activity will be used as they take notes from sources. 



	
	Cooperative Group:

The students will peer edit each others bibliography cards and give feed back.

	
	Individual:

Will make a proper bibliography card or will copy and paste finished citation into a word document.

	Classroom Management:

(Describe management procedures.)
	Technology/Materials:

Teacher will show what needs to be in a bibliography card for a book, magazine, interview and internet.  She can use the example here. Examples of Bibliographic Source Cards.doc 

	
	Instructional Groups:

Students will sit in groups of four so they can share resource books and peer edit. 

	Teacher Notes, Tips, and Accommodations
	Using an MLA guide is difficult for young students, students challenged by language barriers, or students struggling to be on grade level. I would strongly suggest that you access a good citation generator for your students. “Student Writing Center” found under the Network Applications for you school has a simple citation generator. http://www.palomar.edu/dsps/actc/mla/  or the more sophisticated
http://www.calvin.edu/library/knightcite/index.php may be used.( It does not seem to accommodate multi-authored books, but it does many other sources well, including web sources. )I would consult your English department for more grade level appropriate sites. 

You may decide that all of your students should use a citation generator too. If so, use the computer lab and direct them to the site. Have available sources to use for gathering citation information.
Students will need a lot of practice getting this right. As they turn in their notes or note cards check them for proper format.
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