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 National History Day – Lesson 1 Introduction to NHD

	Lesson Title:
	Introduction to National History Day

	Grade Level and Subject Area:
	6-12 Social Studies

	Time Allotted:
	Depending on grade level and achievement level of class

	Performance Objectives:

(Assessments must correlate to included measure.)
	1. Students will be able to identify what NHD is.
2. Students will be about to identify how completing a NHD project benefits them. 

3. Students will able to identify the levels of NHD competition. 

4. Students will be able to identify the NHD competition dates.

5. Students will be able to identify the components to NHD.

6. Students will be able to locate the NHD website.

7. Students will understand the importance of organization in completing a NHD project.

8. Students will be able to identify the basic rules governing NHD  projects and basic vocabulary: (primary source, secondary source, historical perspective, historical contest, plagiarism)

	Georgia Performance Standards

	GPS Information Processing Skills
#5 Identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, 



	Essential Question
	What are the benefits of doing a NHD project?

	Varied Assessments:
	The teacher will monitor the class for understanding by asking for feedback from questions.


	Technology Connections:
	Students will be given the NHD website address to access from the school lab or from home.  www.nationalhistoryday.org 


	Materials:
	Parent letter (Teacher generated.) Calender (Teacher generated.)
 Intro to NHD handout  ..\GpsNHDUnit\National History Day Intro Handout(Day1).doc
homework assignment ..\GpsNHDUnit\Getting to know NHD(lesson 1).doc

	
	

	Procedures:

(
	Whole Group:  1) The teacher will handout the Introduction to NHD sheet and a calendar for the next month or two.
Have students take turns reading a paragraph at a time. Pause to clarify information. 
2) Have this year’s theme posted on the board or overhead. (The theme can be found at the NHD national website. Have students record theme and dates on their intro sheet.  http://www.nationalhistoryday.com/  

Post your school, regional, state, and national dates on the board.
3) Determine ahead of time how you want students to keep organized.

They will be receiving a good many handouts and calendars and must keep up with their research. Instruct them how you wish them to organize their materials. 

4) Give out homework assignment. Make provisions for students who do not have a computer. Hard copies of the rule book will allow the student to complete the assignment. You may want to run-off several copies from the NHD site. It is free. I have created a link to a copy here.
RuleBook_Final.pdf 



	
	

	
	Individual: Students will complete a graphic organizer based on the NHD rulebook. 

	Classroom Management:

(Describe management procedures.)
	Technology/Materials: parent letter,calendar for the month,  intro sheet, graphic organizer for homework.

	
	Instructional Groups: Whole Group

	Teacher Notes and Tips 

	An introductory letter sent home to the parents with all of the pertinent information is recommended for middle school students. Information such as the dates of competition, a calendar with initial due dates, grading policies the NHD website, and any other information that will help the parent understand the size and requirements of this project.
I recommend a signature signed by both the parent and the student that acknowledges their understanding of basic responsibilities and consequences. 
A calendar is an essential tool in helping students meet deadlines and stay on task. 

Regional and State Competition – Laura McCarty of the Georgia Humanities Council is Georgia’s NHD state coordinator. The website is:
http://www.georgiahumanities.org/programs/history/  Columbus area schools compete in LaGrange or at Georgia Southwestern University in Americus. 

Depending on where you are going to compete, and the number of students you have doing projects will dictate whether a school-wide fair is necessary.

LaGrange usually limits a school to 21 projects. (3 in each category) while Georgia Southwestern is able to handle more projects. 
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