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 National History Day – Lesson 3
Primary and Secondary Sources

	Lesson Title:
	Primary and Secondary Sources

	Grade Level and Subject Area:
	6-12 Social Studies

	Time Allotted:
	Depending on grade level and achievement level of class. Students who have no experience with the concepts of primary and secondary sources will require much more time than students that have worked with historical research before.

	Performance Objectives:

(Assessments must correlate to included measure.)
	1. Students will be able to identify what a primary source is.

2. Students will be able to identify what a secondary source is.

3. Students will be able to construct a list of primary sources and secondary sources. 

	Georgia Performance Standards

(include number ID and phrase)
	Georgia Performance Standards Information Processing Skills
#6 – Identify and use primary and secondary sources



	Essential Questions:
	How will being able to differentiate between primary and secondary sources help you with your NHD project?

	Varied Assessments:
	Quiz on primary and secondary sources. Teacher observations.

	Technology Connections:
	

	Materials:
	1. Investigative Reporting-Uncovering the Past Graphic Organizer C:\Documents and Settings\user\Desktop\GpsNHDUnit\Investigative Reporting Lesson 3.doc
2. Handout on Primary and Secondary Sources C:\Documents and Settings\user\Desktop\GpsNHDUnit\Primary and Secondary Sources Handout.doc
3. Quiz on Primary and Secondary Sources C:\Documents and Settings\user\Desktop\GpsNHDUnit\Quiz Primary and Secondary Sources.doc
4. Actual examples of primary and secondary sources. (optional) 


	
	

	Procedures:

(Delete rows that do not apply.)

(Arrange in appropriate order.)
	1) Place students in groups of 2-4. 
2) Hand out graphic organizer “Investigative Reporting, give students a time limit (12-15 minutes) 

3) Have students share what they have written.

4) Hand out the information sheet, “Primary and Secondary Sources”.

5) Talk about what a primary source is and the questions that help students determine whether a source is primary. Go over the list of primary sources. 
6) Go over the definition of secondary sources. 

7) Hold up examples of sources and have the students identify if they are primary and secondary.

8) Use the quiz to assess if they understand primary and secondary sources.

	
	

	Teacher Notes and Tips
	 You will probably need to go over this concept a few more times. Younger students tend to have a harder time in keeping primary and secondary sources straight. 
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