National History Day - Day 1 Introduction to NHD

What is National History Day?  National History Day (NHD) is a research-based history contest for students in 6th – 12th grades.  Students choose a topic based on the annual NHD theme. After thoroughly investigating their topics, students present their research as an exhibit, a paper, a documentary, or as a dramatic presentation.  Students may choose to work individually or in a groups, unless they choose to present their research as a paper, which requires students to work individually. 

How does completing a NHD project benefit me?

 A NHD project will teach you many important life and academic skills. You will learn to research on a college level. You will learn to use technology. You will learn self-direction and if you work in a group, social responsibility. You will hone your communication skills, sharpen your writing skills, and learn to think in ways school has never demanded from you in the past. For maybe the first time in your life, you will be a historian. You will critically examine resources and you will become a more intelligent consumer of information.  You will never look at history the same way again. You will know amazing things that will stay with you for a life time.  In the end, you will be more confident, more disciplined, more accomplished. You will know that you are capable of BIG things. 

How do students compete in NHD? NHD has four levels of competition. The levels are: school-wide, regional, state, and national.  To qualify for state competition, students must place first, second, or third place at the school-wide and regional competitions.  To represent the state of Georgia at the national competition, students must place first or second at the state competition. The national competition takes place at the University of Maryland at College Park every June. UM is located nine miles outside of Washington D.C.

What are the dates of the competitions?

School competition _____________________________

Regional competition ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________


State competition_______________________________


National competition ___________________________

This year’s NHD theme 

is:______________________________________________________________________

Do I have to write a research paper too?

No, you will not have to write a research paper, (unless that is the category of competition you have chosen), but you will have to write a process paper.  Relax, the process paper has a maximum of 500 words and is the easiest thing you will do for your project. You will also have to produce an annotated bibliography. An annotated bibliography is a descriptive list of all the sources you used for your project. We will discuss this in length in the future. (Don’t worry!)

Where can I find out more about National History Day?

I will give you many handouts, but the national website has the rule book and a lot of helpful information.

Please access the national website at: http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/
Organization!!! 

This is a big project. You will have to stay organized. You will need  a 3 ring notebook dedicated to your NHD project. Do NOT place any of your NHD info or sources in any thing but your NHD NOTEBOOK!   All handouts I give you must be placed into your notebook.  You will receive a calendar to record deadlines on and other important information. Please keep all deadlines, your grade depends on it.  Please keep up with your notebook. Losing your NHD notebook is a major setback.  Later, when you begin to write your annotated bibliography and process paper, save them in more than one place.  Save them on a hard drive, on a thumb drive, on a disk, e-mail it to yourself. Just remember to re-save after your additions. 
