Primary and Secondary Sources
What are they and where can you find them.

Information about your project will come in two forms – primary and secondary.

Primary sources of information give you a window into the past. It can show you what people were thinking and feeling during your historical event. 
A primary source of information:
1) created close to the time of the event you are studying

2) often an eyewitness, first-hand accounts of your event.

3) can be an eyewitness’s recollection of the event several or many years after the event takes place. (If many years have gone by since the event took place the more likely he will forget some important details. )

Examples of primary sources are:

Diaries

Journals

Photographs

Speeches

Letters

Maps

Video or recordings from the period 

Interviews

Newspaper articles from the time period of your event 

Magazine articles from the time period of your event.

Art work
Artifacts 

Birth certificates

Marriage licenses

Telephone books

Report cards

Death certificates

Military discharge papers

Court records 

Arrest records

Artifacts of all kinds

These questions should help you decide if your source is a primary source.
Was the author or creator of this source and eyewitness to the event?

Was the source written during the period my event took place?

Do I have the entire document, speech, newspaper article? If you have only a piece of the entire document, speech, newspaper article, you probably have to classify it as a secondary source.

Secondary Sources – Secondary sources of information are based on primary sources of information. The creator of a secondary source is not an eyewitness to, or a participant in the historical event they are creating. Secondary sources are great places to begin your research. 
Examples of secondary sources are:

Textbooks, biographies, encyclopedias, interviews with scholars(who did not witness the event), books about the topic, articles about the event written by people who did not witness it, most web sites. 

