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Judging Criteria 
	Superior 
	Excellent 
	Good 

	Entry is historically accu- 
	Main ideas are supported 
	Main ideas are supported 
	Facts seem correct, but 

	rate 
	by facts; entry contains no 
	by facts, but entry would 
	they should be supported 

	
	obviously inaccurate facts. 
	be improved with more 
	by more evidence. 

	
	
	evidence; entry contains 
	

	
	
	no obviously inaccurate 
	

	
	
	facts. 
	

	Shows Analysis and 
interpretation
	Entry has clear thesis, 
	Entry has thesis, but is not 
	Entry has a focus, but no 

	
	original interpretation, and 
	clearly stated; entry in- 
	clear thesis; entry de- 

	
	thoughtful analysis; entry 
	cludes more description 
	scribes person or event, 

	
	demonstrates significance 
	than analysis, states topic 
	implies that the topic is 

	
	of topic, and acknowl- 
	is significant and acknowl- 
	significant, and acknowl- 

	
	edges strengths and 
	edges some strengths and 
	edges some strengths and 

	
	weaknesses of historical 
	weaknesses of historical 
	weaknesses of historical 

	
	evidence. 
	evidence. 
	evidence. 

	Places topic in historical 
	Entry utilizes accurate and 
	Entry refers to time period, 
	Entry refers to the time 

	context 
	appropriate references to 
	surrounding events, ideas, 
	period in non-specific 

	
	time period, surrounding 
	people, places, and ob- 
	ways, 

	
	events, ideas, people, 
	jects. 
	

	
	places, and objects; entry 
	
	

	
	specifies political, eco- 
	
	

	
	nomic, social, and cultural 
	
	

	
	influences. 
	
	

	Uses available primary 
	Entry shows clear under- 
	Entry uses primary and 
	Entry uses primary 

	resources 
	standing of the relationship 
	secondary sources, but 
	sources, but is missing 

	
	between primary and sec- 
	would be improved with 
	available sources that 

	
	ondary sources, using 
	the appropriate inclusion 
	would improve the entry, 

	
	primary sources where 
	of more readily available 
	

	
	appropriate and readily 
	primary sources. 
	

	
	available. 
	
	

	Research is balanced 
	Entry may focus on one 
	While presenting more 
	Entry only presents one 

	
	interpretation, based on 
	than one interpretation, 
	point of view when it is 

	
	evidence and analysis; but 
	this entry advocates one 
	obvious that others exist. 

	
	entry acknowledges and 
	over the other, with little 
	

	
	analyzes other possible 
	convincing evidence or 
	

	
	points of view. 
	analysis. 
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Judging Criteria 

Clearly relates topic to theme 

Demonstrates significance of topic in history and draws conclusions 



Superior 

Entry thesis is closely linked to the theme and obviously demonstrated throughout. 

Entry uses historical evi​dence to show topic's sig​nificance in history and to bacl(up conclusion; entry has clearly stated conclu​sion. 



Excellent 

Entry is related to the theme, but would be strengthened by more links throughout. 

Entry shows significance of the topic in history and has a clear conclusion; entry would be improved by the use of more histori​cal evidence to back up conclusion. 



Good 

Entry's relation to theme is implied, but it is not clearly demonstrated. 

Entry suggests that the topic is significant, and provides some sources, but does not prove the point. Entry's conclusion is implied, not stated. 
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Judging Criteria 

Presentation, written mate​rial is original, clear, ap​propriate, organized, and articulate 

Entry is organized, visual impact documentary cate​gory is appropriate to topic 



Superior 

Entry is an original produc​tion, and it is creative, clearly (neatly) presented, well-organized, and very articulate; this entry is best suited to the documentary category. 

Entry utilizes images (such as interviews, film footage, site visits) and audio to communicate central points. 



Excellent 

Entry is original, neat, or​ganized, and articulate; this entry is best suited to the documentary category. 

Entry utilizes images and audio but relies on narra​tion to communicate cen​tral points. 



Good 

Entry copies formats of other documentary, pre​sents information clearly in most cases, shows evi​dence of organization, and is mostly articulate; this entry is suited to the documentary category. 

Entry utilizes images and audio, but they do not al​ways explain central points. 
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Judging Criteria 

Exhibit, written material is original, clear, appropriate, organized, articulate 

Entry is organized, has visual impact, correctly uses, maps, photos, etc. 



Superior 

Entry is original, creative, clearly (neatly) presented, well-organized, and very articulate; this entry is best suited to tl1e exhibit cate- 

gory. 

Entry is visual and effec​tively utilizes images (such as maps, photos, models, etc.) to communicate cen​tral points. 



Excellent 

Entry is original, neat, or​ganized, and articulate; this entry is best suited to the exhibit category. 

Entry utilizes visual display but relies on text more than visuals to communi​cate central points. Re​search is balanced. 



Good 

Entry utilizes some stan​dard methods of presenta​tion, presents information clearly in most cases; shows evidence of organi​zation, is mostly articulate; this entry is suited to the exhibit category. 

Entry utilizes visual display and text but images do not always communicate cen​tral points. 
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Judging Criteria 

Paper, written material is original, clear, appropriate, organized and well pre​sented 

Text is clear, grammatical and correctly spelled; entry is neatly prepared 



Superior 

Entry is original in style and form, clear to under​stand, well-organized, and well-presented; this entry is best suited to the his​torical paper category. 

Entry text is very clear, grammatical, and correctly spelled; entry is very neatly prepared. 



Excellent 

Entry is original, clear to understand, and well​presented; this entry is best suited to the historical paper category. 

Entry text is clear, neat, grammatical, and correctly spelled. 



Good 

Entry is written in a stan​dard research paper for​mat, presents information clearly in most cases, and shows evidence of organi​zation; this entry is suited to the historical paper category . 

Entry text clarity, neat​ness, grammar, and spell​ing are satisfactory. 


Judging Criteria 

Presentation, written material is original, clear, appropriate, or​ganized, and articulate 

Performers show good state presence; props, costumes are histori​cally accurate. 

.



Superior 

Entry is an original dra​matic presentation and is creative, clearly (neatly) presented, well​organized, and very ar​ticulate; this entry is best suited to the per​formance category. 

Entry performers show good stage presence and props/costumes are historically accurate and an integral part of the presentation. 



Excellent 

Entry is an original dra​matic presentation and is neat, organized, and articulate; this entry is best suited to the per​formance category. 

Entry performers have stage presence; props/costumes are his​torically accurate, but are not always an inte​gral part of the presen​tation. 



Good 

Entry utilizes some standard methods of presentation, presents information clearly in most cases, shows evi​dence of organization, and is mostly articulate; this entry is suited to the performance category. 

Entry performers are sometimes stiff and/or hard to hear/ under​stand; props/costumes have some historical inaccuracies and/ or props are not always an integral part of the pres​entation. 

Rubric for NHD Projects








