WHAT'S YOUR POINT?-DEVELOPING A THESIS STATEMENT 

NHD projects should do more than just tell a story. Every exhibit, performance, documentary, and paper should make a point about its topic. To do this, you will need to develop your own argument about the historical impact of the person, event, or idea you are studying. 

The point you make could also be called a thesis statement. A thesis statement is not the same as a topic. Your thesis statement expresses your opinion about the impact and significance of your topic. Researchers start out with a topic, but they usually don't have a thesis statement right away. Instead, they develop their thesis over time as they learn more about their topic and make judge​ments about the evidence they find. 

A good thesis statement does three things: 

· Addresses a narrow topic that fits with the theme

· Expresses an opinion 

· Evaluates significance 

For a demonstration, check out the building of the thesis statement below: 

Step 1: "Immigration to Milwaukee." 

This is not a thesis statement yet because it doesn't address a specific, narrow issue related to immigration to Milwaukee. What will the project examine? Health and sanitation in immigrant neighborhoods? Labor issues? The polka? There are thousands of immigration topics that a histori​an could research in Milwaukee. This topic needs to be narrowed quite a bit before it can be used to build a thesis. 

Step 2: "Lizzie Black Kander and Jewish immigration to Milwaukee from 1880-1920." This is a nice and narrow topic, but it's still not a thesis. This phrase expresses no opinion and makes no argument about the significance of Kander and Jewish immigration. 

Step 3: "Lizzie Black Kander used her cooking classes and The Settlement Cookbook to teach Milwaukee's Jewish immigrants about American culture." 

This sentence is dose to a thesis statement, but it isn't quite there yet. The researcher now shows an opinion about the purpose of Kander's work, but still doesn't tell us why the topic is significant, What effects did The Settlement Cookbook and her cooking classes have? How did Kander's actions change the lives of Jewish immigrants? 

Step 4: "Through her cooking classes and The Settlement Cookbook, Lizzie Black Kander introduced Milwaukee's Jewish immigrants to American culture, which helped them assimilate and learn how to avoid ethnic discrimination." 

We have a winner! This thesis looks at a narrow topic, expresses an opinion, and evaluates the significance of the topic. A History Day project based on this thesis statement would discuss Kander's work and show evidence that she helped immigrants assimilate and avoid discrimination. 

Now that you have your thesis statement, your documentary, exhibit, paper, or performance has direction. Your job now is to build a strong project that proves your thesis statement. 

 Lets try another topic, The Tragedies and Triumph of Andersonville Prison. (This is the title.) It is properly tied to the theme, “Triumph and Tragedy in History.”

What does it lack? It lacks and opinion and it makes no argument for significance.

“The tragic events that occurred at Andersonville Prison were caused by both the Union and the Confederacy. The occurrence of these tragedies helped to lead to the triumph of the American Red Cross.” Can you pick out the opinion and the argument for significance?

