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Secondary Education

Authentic Task: Thesis Statements 
GPS: information processing Skills 3,4,5,11,15

	Title:                 

Social Studies Fair (How to write a thesis statement) http://depts.www.asmilan.org/library/researchhelp


	Grade/Subject/Course:
5-12 Social Studies 
	Time Allotment:

One class period

	Big Idea:             

Research Skills

	Author/School:
Sue Funk- Midland Middle 

	Primary Standard:
	SSGPS Information processing Skills

3. Identify issues and problems and solutions

4. Distinguish between fact and opinion

5. Identify main idea.

11. Draw conclusions.

15. Determines adequacy and/or relevancy of information



	Materials:
	1.  Four paragraphs
2.  Paper and pencil

3.  An example of a thesis statement the front of the room on the board.

	Scenario (description)
	The teacher will provide instruction on how to write a thesis statement. (see Basic Research Questions Graphic Organizer.doc and Examples of a Note Card). 

The students in the groups will use four paragraphs and write down the thesis statement of each. After completing one they will exchange paragraphs until all four students have written the thesis statement for all four paragraphs.

The teacher will roam the room looking at the students work helping them understand he process. 

	Whole-Group Instruction:
	The teacher will provide instruction on what a thesis statement is and how to write a thesis statement. Examples will be on the board.


	Group Assignments:
	The students will compare what they have written down and discuss any time they did not agree.



	Individual Assignment:
	Each student will write the thesis statement from each of the four readings. 

Each student will write a thesis student on something they would like to research.



	Varied Assessment Tools:

(rubric, solution, etc.)
	Assessment- teacher walks around the room watching students and making sure they are understanding how to find a thesis statement.

The teacher will collect thesis statements and give written feedback

	Notes:
Differentiation- Groups are by reading levels.  The struggling groups will be given paragraphs where the thesis statements are easy to identify.  Advanced groups will be given readings where the thesis statements might be found in different places in the paragraphs. 
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