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Secondary Education

Authentic Task: Timelines

GPS: information Processing Skills2,4,7,15

	Title:                 

Social Studies Fair (How to make a timeline) http://www.smartdraw.com/specials/time-line-software.htm?id=137210  http://www.microsoft.com/Education/CreateTimeline.mspx 

	Grade/Subject/Course:
5-12 Social Studies 
	Time Allotment:

One class period to teach.  Four class periods to produce a timeline.

	Big Idea:             

Research Skills

	Author/School:
Sue Funk- Midland Middle 

	Primary Standard:
	SSGPS Information Processing Skills

2. Organize items chronologically

4. Distinguish between fact and opinion

7. Interpret timelines.

15. Determines adequacy and/or relevancy of information.

	Materials:
	1.  Dates significant to a topic the teacher chooses.
2.  Timeliner software

3.  Computers and printers (a computer lab is where this should be taught).

	Scenario (description)
	The teacher will provide instruction on how to make a timeline using dates about a topic she has previously gathered. She will use a projection of her monitor and walk the students in how to put in dates and graphics. (see Basic Research Questions Graphic Organizer.doc and Examples of a Note Card). 

After instruction time, the students will bring dates important to their topic to make a timeline using the Timeliner software. 

The teacher will roam the room looking at the students work helping them understand the process. 

	Whole-Group Instruction:
	The teacher will provide instruction for using Timeliner software to construct a timeline. An example of a completed timeline will be displayed in the front of the class.


	Group Assignments:
	N/A

	Individual Assignment:
	Students will bring to class important dates concerning their projects. Each student will take those dates and the Timeliner software and create a timeliner with 8 dates and four graphics.

	Varied Assessment Tools:

(rubric, solution, etc.)
	Assessment- teacher walks around the room watching students and making sure they are understanding how to make the note cards and provide immediate feedback.  Finished products are collected and graded with a rubric.

	Notes:
Differentiation- Struggling students need to only use six dates and three graphics. can be given.

Advanced groups will need to use ten dates and five graphics.
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